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1.  When Loaner instruments and implants are needed for a surgical case, they must be requested from the vendor in sufficient time to arrive at the Birmingham VA Medical Center at least 24 hours prior surgery start time.  This will allow time for cleaning and sterilization prior to use.  

2. BVAMC policy is to hold all surgical implants until they are released from quarantine and ready for use as evidenced by a negative Biological Indicator.  This can be done when the Biological Indicator remains negative after 3 hours in an incubator in Microbiology.  

3.  Emergent cases which require instrumentation/ implants with a necessary shorter lead time may be released earlier if an Early Release form is completed by the Chief of Staff (COS) .  Full disclosure must also be made to the patient prior to early release.  

4.  Failure to meet these requirements could result in the necessity to reschedule the patient’s surgery. 


The goal of this policy is to not interfere with patient care, but still ensure patient safety. This is best accomplished by scheduling implants early enough for the sterilization and validation process to occur.                                         Dr William L Holman, Chief, VA Surgical Services
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