      Ordering lab tests:                                                                  








Ward Collect vs Lab Collect vs  Send Patient

a. Lab Collect or Routine lab Rounds:    Lab staff make rounds and draw specimens

- Times: 0300-0600,0900,1100,1300,1500,1700,2100 & 2300
- All am tests must be in lab by 0600. Allow 2 hours for results.
- Always reviewing pending orders before placing new ones.
- Must order 30 min PRIOR to desired collection time*
  * exception: 0500 labs must be ordered by 0230
- Late orders will be collected at the next scheduled lab draw time
- 2300 collections should be reserved for special tests only.
  Please allow the patient to rest.

b. Ward Collect: Physician, Ward staff collect specimen
· Use only if MD or Nurse will be collecting the sample
· Always use for sputum, stool, or Urine samples
· Use this option in ICU’s, ER or dialysis: RN will collect the specimen
· Drug Levels:  Peak & Trough, ordered ward collect.  Indicate with which dose you wish the draw to occur.
· The phlebotomy team will collect this blood during rounds if provided requisitions and/or if paged.

c. Send Patient:  Used for Outpatient Only

d. STAT/Immediate Collection:  On demand lab orders
· Collected by the ward staff or physician
· Ordered same as ward collect but stat


Please note lab collection starts on the surgery floor with rounds and will send blood to the lab ASAP. Ordering labs a 2am actually delays the process and does not expedite the process. 
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