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PICCs are not considered a “stat” procedure.
PICC coverage is Monday – Friday 0830 – 1600.
PICCs are not placed after 1500 and are usually placed within 48 hour of consults.
PICC lines are not placed on weekends.




Peripherally Inserted Central Catheters Inpatient: 

The IV Therapy Team may be consulted for placement, care, evaluation and management of Peripherally Inserted Central Catheters (PICC). PICC lines are placed via consult and like all other consults the provider (RN IV Therapy) will evaluate the patient and determine if the patient is a candidate for a PICC line.  Consults are addressed within 24 hour of consult. 
 
What is the PICC process for PICC Line Placement?
1.      Consult IV Therapy via CPRS consult or pager 048. Only the RN IV Therapy may schedule the patient for a PICC. IR requires that the PICC team evaluate first for bedside placement.
2.      IV Therapy is allowed a minimum of 24 hour for assessment for an appropriate site by IV Therapy nurse.  
3.      If patient is suitable candidate, consent is obtained by the PICC nurse for the nurses' role in the insertion. In most cases, the PICC team will be the only consult needed, but for complex cases, the IR department may need to be consulted.
4   An order for X-ray position confirmation is required post placement 

Criteria:
1.      Patients with history of CKD Stage 4 or ESRD with dialysis access must be approved by the Renal Service prior to our evaluation and or placement.
2. Positive Blood Cultures:
Infection Control would like cultures to be negative before a PICC is placed, as when a PICC is placed in the face of positive cultures, the "cure rate" of the infection is only 50% with certain germs (MRSA, Candida, Pseudomonas). However, if there is an access issue, then the PICC must be placed regardless. Ideally try not place a PICC line in a patient with positive blood cultures.
John W. Baddley Infection Control MD, VAMC
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