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The Basics
1. Double gloving reduces risk by 87% when outer glove is punctured.
2. OR Staff will help to provide indicator (innermost glove) gloves for use in the OR.
3. Every case will have an agreed upon Neutral Zone on the field where sharps are placed for retrieval by surgeons or scrubs.
4. Personal Protective Equipment in the OR includes: Surgeons cap or bonnet, Face Mask, goggles, impervious gown & shoe covers.
5. Needlesticks in OR:
a. STOP!  Remove Gloves, express blood from site & wash with soap & water.
b. Report incident to: Attending Surgeon, Circulating Nurse, OR Charge Nurse & OR Nurse Manager.
c. Obtain slip from OR Charge Nurse & go to Employee Health
d. It is your option to be treated @VA or UAB; however, if you decline VA care, you must sign a waiver in Employee Health.
e. Labs from the patient are usually drawn in the PACU (ALT, Hep B Antigen, Hep B antibody, Hep C Antibody, HIV Occupational Screen)
6. Blood Exposure: Wash affected area with soap and water.  Change PPE if saturated.
7. Eye Splashes:  GO immediately to “EYE WASH STATION” Decontamination Room (4449 or 4420) to irrigate eyes.
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