Surgical Intensive Care Unit


· MD Note Title - The ICU Note Title is “SICU Critical Care Medicine Progress Note”.
· Admit - Under the treating specialty of “Surgical ICU” or “Cardiac Surgery”.
· SICU Team – Consist of an intensivist team that will assist in managing your patients.  The team includes: an Intensivist, 2 Physicians Assistants, Clinical Pharmacist, Charge Nurse, and staff nurse.   Please collaborate with them daily to ensure continuity of care.  
· Transfer/Discharge - If your patient is to be transferred or discharged out of the unit, please make sure d/c or transfer orders are entered into CPRS before you begin surgery and place orders on delay.
· SICU Visiting Hours – The unit has open visiting hours unless the patient’s condition warrants restrictions.  .
· Flow Sheets – Can be found in the PURPLE binders at the nurse’s station.
· CVL Placement - When placing a new central line, PICC, Vas Cath, or arterial line, you must document the procedure using a note entitled CVL Catheter Insertion Procedure.  You must adhere to hospital policy and utilize maximum barrier drapes, mask, cap, gown and gloves.  The staff nurse will audit the procedure and provide guidance and information.
· EKG’s & X-rays – EKG’s are filed in the GREEN patient chart in Doctor’s Work Room or in the computer under tools-vista imaging.  Current x-rays can be viewed in the computer under tools-vista imaging.  
· Orders & Vent Changes - Notify the patient’s assigned nurse after you have entered orders into computer, made ventilator, or infusion changes to expedite patient care.  
· Verbal Orders - Can only be taken in emergent situations and must be authenticated ASAP.
· Restraints - Restraint orders have to be entered as new orders every day.  Please enter a NEW restraint order when you enter a.m. labs.  DO NOT “Renew” restraint orders.
· Labs - All labs must be entered ward collect (WC).  The ICU nurse’s collect all labs.
· Blood Cultures - Blood cultures must be ordered twice because the lab requires two order numbers.
· Consents - Invasive procedures require consent.  You may contact Family Services at extension 4700/4394 or beeper 303 for patients who are unable to give consent.  After 4p.m. please contact the Administrative Officer of the Day (AOD) at extension 4462 for assistance.
· Epidural - Please contact the nurse if you plan to waste any remaining epidural once discontinued.  You will empty the contents into a specimen cup.  The waste will be documented via the Pyxis.  
· DNR/DNI Orders - The resident may accept a verbal DNR or DNI order from the attending physician during non-administrative working hours.  The resident enters the DNR or DNI order into CPRS, and the resident’s DNR or DNI order has a time limit of 24 hours.  The DNR or DNI order entered by the resident must reference a progress note in CPRS, documenting the conversation with the attending physician and his confirmation of the DNR or DNI.  The attending physician must enter a DNR or DNI order in CPRS the next day, with a progress note approving the DNR or DNI status.  
· Evaluation - Before leaving the SICU, you will be asked to complete an evaluation tool to assess our performance.  Any suggestions or comments you have to improve our unit will be appreciated.  Patient care is priority and we pride ourselves on delivering caring, compassionate, and holistic nursing care.  It is our desire that the experience be rewarding for all concerned.  In the event that you have questions or concerns that cannot be resolved with the charge nurse, please contact the Nurse Manager, Debra Litton, RN, MSN/MBA at ext. 6138 or pager 325-6053.    
